- help plan for college or trade
Introducing school,
P A I— . M ISSI0ON At the foundation of P.A.L.
circle of @QD Mission is faith and prayer.
M We believe every young adult has Through weekly Bible studies,
rl e V\ 9 the right to live the |é that God youth are encouraged to seek out a

has designed for them. We wish to personal faith on which to build a
give them every opportunity to live foundation for their own lives.

up to their fullest potential and P.A.L. residents are witnesses to
experience success, fulfillment and the testimonies of persons of faith
love. (P.A.L. Mission statement) throughout the community, and
they are exposed to Scripture-
Summer 2010 Vol 3, Issue 1 | sat across the table from Jamie based teachings that are relevant to
Thomas, site director of the P.A.L. their struggles, their triumphs, and
Mission House of 'I;)uscar?vxllas their everyday lives.
County. Jamie is a beautifu
.. : person, wife and mother, who has With every ministry come areas of
COF Ministries a heart to help young women need and therefore, opportunities
discover their God-given potential. for community to join together to
; Her job and those of the other serve those needs. There are
Asimulcasts staff, include a multitude of tasks numerous ways to help at P.A.L.:
ARetreats but ultimately to build into the join the Development Board to
AServant Evangelism lives of girls living in the P.A.L. help raise money by planning
projects house. eveknt_s/flunldraisers, ;[each a life ' _
. . s ki s class, joir
AAssist with IAocaI ' Auxiliary Board to plan birthday
womenos mil n parties and other social events for
ABible Studies Pa i 2472500 the girls, become a mentor for a
A W L young woman, or volunteer at
ﬁ\évoourrlrsleeﬁr? 08 K& I Bearly Worn Childr
g New Phila, which is operated by
P.A.L. to provide work experience
mco?gtiﬁ?érﬁaft(i)(;n P.A.L., an acronym for to girls in the program and to raise
AnPreparation for Aflﬁlqﬁortthernlﬁswﬁ'ingb,

lisa@circleoffriends.fm .
encompasses a program which

provides stable, secure housing
and life skills training to at-risk
adolescents in foster care who are
preparing to leave the foster care

P.A.L. has operated in Stark (also
serving young men) and
Tuscarawas counties since 1999
and has made a difference in the
lives of countless teenagers. To

i system. P.A.L. also serves former . . .

Coming Events foster youth who have already left find out bmore mf_o rm?t'og or hfw
August ¢ Shared Blessings the foster care system and mapnalrﬁ?g:;enlg;'; \ge J'O\C’:' o
Devotional In Stores! homeless young adults up to the Hamsh » 019 by y
Sept 20 ¢ Bible Study - Living age of 25, During a feenos time at
Inside Out: A Discipleship Study P.A.L., she learns Wee-kly from a
of the BeatitudesNew Grounds carefully selected curriculum about (Cj
Café, Jocelyn Hamsher life skillsi topics such as health

Nov6.2010c & [ 2 @S |y R 2 IS cooking, healthy eating, &5 Has God gifted you with
Finding the Marriage You ?\Iewmglan'd f;]naInCIaI'budgetr:ng. writing ability? We are looking for
5 N5 | Y S stmuloadt with John hc?l;[s%nbﬁtIZIioeine?rzzlé]l%:strf)oem as devotional submissions for our
and Stasi Elderidge website. Email

she pursues her diploma (or GED). : . . :
Feb 27,2011 ¢ Love Me Back To P.A.L. provides ongoing missy@circleoffriends.fmf or wr i t €

Life, COF annual conference encouragement for girls to guidelines.
Wooster, OH continue their education as they
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Love & War
FINDING THE MARRIAGE
YOU DREAMED OF

Love and War

Join Circle of Friends for
conference events coming soon!
On Saturday, November 6, 2010,
John and Stasi Eldredge will
present a simulcast entitled "Love
& War--Finding the Marriage
YouDr eamed Of o

- Meet . *\1 .
John & Stasi
Eldredge ¢

Beth Moore
Simulcast

Circle of Friends always looks
forward to hearing from Beth
Moore, and we were blessed once
again to be able to sit under her
teaching this past April. Her
simulcast, @ASo
was held at Valley View
Community Church in Sugarcreek,
OH. Approximately 300 women of
all ages and from many places
were able to attend this day of
excellent teaching by Beth,
extraordinary worship led by
Travis Cottrell, and exquisite food
prepared for and served to us by
the ladies of Valley View
Community Church.

We at Circle of Friends are always
thankful for our ever-increasing
ocircled6 as we
blessed to spend days such as this
with so many beautiful women!

Ui

If you would like to partner with
Denise and Beth and bring a

L o nGJRLFriendseeent toyourt y ! o
community, click on the
AiCdmct UsoOo | ink
www.circleoffriends.fm or call
Denise Anderson at 330-231-
1839.

Prayer requests, as well as
questions about getting a group
ar estared ih ydur dorfnflirftyd canfod d
e-mailed to
prayer@circleoffriends

COF Conference

Internationally known speaker and
author, Jan Silvious will

be featured at the Circle of
Friends' annual February
conference on Saturday, February
26, 2011. This event will again be
held at Fisher Auditorium in
Wooster, OH. More details will be
available soon. To learn more
about these events and other
happenings, visit our website at
www.circleoffriends.fm, or call
our office at 330-852-0000.

Need Speakers?

Planning a Retreat or Conference?
The Circle of Friends Speaker and
Worship teams are available to
come and minister in your midst.
We have found that conferences
serve as a way of carving out
intentional time for biblical
teaching as well as spiritual,
emotional and physical
refreshment. They serve as a time
of fellowship with other believers
and also serve women in ongoing

a discipleship and growth.

Conferences present a non-
threatening venue to invite friends
who donot have a
Christ. For more information

email Peg Beechy or Dee Ann

Gerber at
conference@circleoffriends.fm



http://www.circleoffriends.fm/
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Marketplace Ministry:
Bringing Positive Change
to the Workplace

One of the most effective ways to
reach out to people is to go to them
and meet them on their own turf.
Since many people spend a
majority of their time at work, this
is one of the best places to engage
others. One of the businesses
where | 6ve been
Character principles in the form of
the Leadership Development
Initiative is at Keim Lumber.

mo s

Kei

Lavern Schlabach,
Director of Accounting and
Technology, is a participant in one
of the groups and offered to share
his personal thoughts and insights
on the Importance, Impact and
Benefits of this program in his
workplace.

Importance: In the world we live
in today, reminding our leaders of
the core values that are needed to
effectively relate to customers and
businesses, is something one really
can't place a value on. The Return-
On-Investment (ROI) for a project
like this is almost

i mmeasur abl eéit
reaching. Simply put, when leaders
follow these proven principles, not
only will any organization benefit
internally, but all those in the

community and elsewhere that the
organizations connect with, will be
positively influenced.

Impact: As we share together in
our group, accountability is created
which shapes our responses and
reactions to things we encounter
and projects we're involved in,
both today and tomorrow. As we
learn together, we gain new insight
which helps us to understand

why things happen the way they do
and why people do what they

do, which helps us to learn how

to proactively steer things in the
right direction.

Benefits: The opportunity to sit
together with a group of co-leaders
and discuss the topic of the day has

t &@nfardy beRefits. There is a real

sense of getting to know each other
on a personal level. After several
sessions, we all start to loosen up,
drop our guards, and become more
transparent with each other. As we
become unafraid to share even the
things we struggle with on a daily
basis, it helps us to grow and
become stronger in those areas of
weakness, cultivating growth
company-wide.

Sincerely,

Lavern Schlabach

Director, Accounting & Technology
Keim Lumber Company

L a v e r nn@aton ohthief i r
Leadership Development Initiative
is one of many which I hear and
experience on a weekly basis. It is
truly an effective and proven way
to strengthen your organization
and bring positive change to the
workplace.

Contact Bruce Hamsher
(bruce@circleoffriends.fm) with
questions or to customize a
specific program for your business
. or organization. Also, check out
I Shttpl/alvRviourcircfedtfriends.org/
marketplace.php for more detailed

information. By Bruce Hamsher,
Pastoral Ministries Director

C 5/;// c’ﬁf/ C/;\)/?ff/,(r,//;

New Book Release
in August!

Coming soon to local bookstores, a
Circle of Friends Devotional will be
released this August by Barbour
Publishing. Shared Blessingsill be
the first of four devotionals, including
themes of hope, friendship, and
encouragement. Each of these books
will be a compilation of devotionals
written by familiar authors such as
Sheila Walsh, Beth Moore, Carol
Kent, Elizabeth Elliott, Stormie
Omartian, and Amy Carmichael. Also
included will be many local COF
authors.

Barbour Publishing releases more than

150 titles a year and provides retailers
around the globe with affordable

accessible Christian products for

everyone. Barbourb s bedr ocKk
are faithfulness to Jesus Christ and to
Godds Word. Circle
delighted to be partnering with them.
Check out their website at

www.barbourbooks.com.

\Y
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Haiti Water Wells Update

My dad started 2010 by planning
to leave for his next drilling trip to
Haiti on January 18th. One of his
drilling partners, Pastor Aaron
Swenson was already on the island
with several members of Clear
Blue Global Water Project.

On January 12, 2010, we learned
about the earthquake that hit the
island.  From the beginning my
dad knew that the damage from
such a large earthquake would be
devastating to the poorly
constructed buildings there. He
knew many people were dead.

My dad was unable to reach
anyone by phone in Haiti. There
was no word from Pastor Aaron or
the people with him. Finally after
four days, my dad received an
email from Pastor Aaron saying
that he and the people with him
were alright but it was not safe for
my dad to come to the island.

My dad could not wait very long.
This trip was much more
complicated and the Haitian
airports were closed. On January
26, 2010 my dad flew to the
Dominican Republic with another
driller, Curt King and Vahan
Sipantzi, a retired Chaplain and

Coronel in the U.S. Special Forces.
Together they borrowed a pick- up
truck and drove into Haiti.

The capital city of Port au Prince
had been dessimated. The smell of
death and decay filled the hot,
humi d air.

Haitian friends were dead. The
Free Methodist property where he
had once stayed was leveled. The
rubble still contained the bodies of
three people. They would not be
recovered for several weeks.

My dad and the other men began
to look for sites to drill water
wells. There appeared to be one
obvious option: the tent cities that
were forming. For days thousands
of people had flocked to the open
fields. After 33 aftershocks, they
were too afraid to remain inside.
For most of them, no homes
remained standing and their
meager possessions were buried
under the concrete rubble.

Their only shelter was a sheet
supported by a few sticks. There
was nowhere to get fresh water. In
some areas, water could be
purchased for 1 Haitian

dol |l aré. an i mpossi bl
poor ¢

someoft he wor |l doés
people. The people were willing
to drink filthy water from any
possible source. My dad had never
seen the Haitians so desperate.

Severav‘T
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My dad and Curt began to drill the
first well and as they worked the
camp grew faster as the word
spread that water was coming. As
the drilling continued, the rig
began to show its age. After 36
years, parts began breaking faster
than they could be repaired.
Finally, after two wells were
drilled the rig gave out. No parts
remained on the island to fix it and
my dad was forced to stop drilling.

At home, we knew how
discouraged my dad and Curt felt.
They knew that they would have to
come home and raise over
$200,000.00 for a new rig. It was
hard to understand why God let
this happen.

But Gotdorget.i Adfewv days
later my dad and Curt received an
email from an organization called
Healing Hands. It was willing to
donate the entire amount of money
for the new rig.

The new rig arrived in Haiti after
my dad had to come home but his
friends were able to drill 16 new
wells. Curt King and my dad will
be going back to drill in August.

Haiti is fading from the news but

not from my dadods
family continues to pray for my
dadés safety, for
and for the funds needed to give

them clean water. By Emily Kate




A Beautiful Thing

As | look back over the last 3 %2
years of serving with Circle of
Friends (COF), there is no doubt
that God has moved miraculously.

Over a decade ago, COF began as
a small group of ladies studying
the Word of God and is now an
organized tax exempt ministry
aimed at encouraging women
everywhere to follow Christ. When
I joined the board, our primary
task was to host an annual
womenos
are countless opportunities for
taking the Gospel forward and
influencing lives for Christ-
through music, multiple radio
programs in and out of the state,
ministry for teen girls
(GirlFriends), prayer ministry,
marriage ministry outreach,
including marriage mentors,
regular bible studies and
writing/publishing opportunities.
'g : % 3 CircIeszd?:)iends
" Listen Weekddys @10 am OR 95.9

God has grown COF even larger
adding other facets of ministry-
one of those to the business world,
led and directed by Bruce
Hamsher. We are also thrilled at
the blessings of partnering with
other ministries to help people in
need- the Haitian water well
project, Har bor
shelter), Pregnancy Support Center
and PAL Mission (see several of
these articles in this newsletter).

We stand amazed at how God is
working and moving in the hearts
of people to respond to His voice.
We are witnessing women coming
into relationship with Him, others
who are telling us that they were

ministered to over the air waves
and were encouraged to keep
walking with Him. We have heard
stories of individuals in business
whoareincorpor at i ng
principles into their lives and their
families and friends are reaping the
benefits! We have watched women
lay down issues from their past and
embrace a new identity and
purpose in Christ. We have had the
privilege of observing individuals
grow spiritually and step into new
ministry opportunities. COF is
about providing a place for every
person to belong- to embrace each
other where we are and to walk
together in becoming the people
God has called us to be.

As a partner of this ministry or

conf er en c eaqmeoheavhp has heem blessed by

it, we are asking for your help. We
have the privilege of serving Christ
together in these various growing
venues. With ministry comes
expense, so we are praying for
those who catch the ongoing vision
of what God is doing in and
through COF. We are asking for
financial support, whether it be a
one-time gift or a more regular
contribution.

Radio costs (most people are
surprised to discover we have to
pay to be on the air), funds for
events, printing and advertising
fees are just a few examples of
expenses. We are asking for
whatever you can give, because
when a group of people give from
their hearts, God sees it as a
beautiful thing. Serving together
with the Holy

H oknow tere (s wessingimtige gift

and to the giver. We know that
lives are impacted. Our hearts are
to proclaim Christ to all we
encounter. Therefore, every
donation we receive is put toward
running this ministry for Christ.

Please keep us in your prayers!
And thank you for all you are
doing for the Kingdom!

Interested in
Supporting COF?

G o d oVe know that there are many

charitable organizations to
which you can contribute, and
we appreciate your interest in
COF and believe the financial
gift you give will keep giving as
you bless women in our
communities.

Make checks payable to Circle of
Friends Ministries and send them
to PO Box 308; Sugarcreek, Ohio
44681or go to our website,
www.circleoffriends.fm and use
our PayPal account.

PayPal

VERIFIED

COF Updates

Y o u 6 v aly beet updeted
about so many of the doors that
God is opening for Circle of
Friends. We are simply amazed at
where He had led us in the last
decade.

COF would like to invite
you to share a prayer request with
your friends in the Chicagoland
area. Jocelyn Hamsher and Lisa
Troyer have been asked by Moody
Conferences to participate in the
upcoming FROM GRACE TO
GROWTH Womenods
Chicago on October 16™. Jocelyn

Study suthered w/Vielk
Kidder, and Lisa will be sharing
music from the Meet Me At The
Well worship project.

Please be praying for
Jocelyn and Lisa as they undertake
this national ministry opportunity
and introduce even more women to
the 6place to

A

of Friends. 6
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Speaking of more ladies
finding a place to belong, let your
friends and family in the
Springfield, Ohio area know that
beginning in August, Lisa will
begin hosting mornings (via
remote technology) from 617 8
weekdays at WEEC 100.7. In
conjunction with the expanded
ministry focus, COF will be
hosting a quarterly luncheon in
conjunction with Der Dutchman
Restaurants in Waynesville, Plain
City and Sugarcreek, Ohio
beginning this fall.

Another exciting
opportunity to impact women with
Goddés Word and
spirit, is the national television
program 6A Pl ace
slated for production in Knoxville,
TN in late July. This will be an
hour long special coming to DVD
in the Fall, and a special 30 minute
edition will be syndicated on
television stations across the
country. COF wants to thank our
corporate partners; Cutco Knives,
Heini 6s Cheese,
and Wallhouse Coffee for their
participation. We are still able to
integrate additional partners before
the final editing in late August.
Please contact Jocelyn Hamsher if
you would like to participate in
sharing your company information
with women across the nation.

The follow-up single to
OPEOPLE NEED THE
from the MEET ME AT THE
WELL worship album -

0 BEAUT | -Beeslnadional
release to Christian radio on July
6". Lisa Troyer would like to

musi c| '

To

thank all the stations across the
country that have supported
PEOPLE NEED THE LORD. Call
your local radio station and request
BEAUTIFUL and share the
message of being made beautiful
as we reflect the love of Christ in
our rcle of

6ci

Vel ACR
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Missy HORSFALL
& SUSAN STEVENS

Final production is being
compl eted on Dawn
worship companion album, LOVE
ME BACK TO LIFE. This
compelling musical wor
al?gr\ﬁeﬁtitr?e fns%irsmg n%v%lt reat
penned by Missy Horsfall and
Susan Stevens. Barbour
Publishing will be releasing novel
in January 2011.

Travel er ds
(www.travelersretreat.org) in
association with COF is bringing
the Meet Me At The Well concept
to the tourism industry. Going On
Faith, the national travel magazine,
is featuring the
We | | in Ohiods
the upcoming national faith-based
tour directors trade show in Joplin,
MO, in late August. To book a
group, please contact
info@travelersretreat.org i

Thank you to tourism
partners, Berlin Inn & Suites,
Heini 6s Cheese,
Corporation, Lehman Hardware,

LA@RHhE8urs of Ohio and Holmes

County Chamber of Commerce. If
you would like to have your
business become a scheduled stop
during this event, please contact us

Retr e

via the email address listed
previously.

Also, in conjunction with
the upcoming release of Carol
Kent 6s | at est
ROCK AND A GRACE PLACE
(Zondervan i October 2010), Lisa

b ook

f r i Teoyerdasll ®e writing and

recording a companion worship

project. Lisa has started the

writing process with veteran award
winning songwriters, Chris Eaton

and John Hartley.
work is the third in the trilogy
documenting the journey of her

son JPOs expgeacei enc
in the most challenging of
circumstances. This book follows

the continuing story of award

winning WHEN | LAY MY

ISAAC DOWN & A NEW KIND

OF NORMAL. Look for the

worship project to be completed by

the end of 2010.

Yoder 6s

Bible Study
Opportunities

Ocifce SfiErietdSis hddting T N ©
A MivSifing isRi¢OuE A DYs@pleship

Study of the Beatitudes". Join
Jocelyn Hamsher at New Grounds
Cafe, Monday evenings at 7,
beginning September 20 for an 8
week study on Matthew 5:1-12.
Come learn about the foundational
verses of what it means to be a

D UediidinBr of Jesus. Please register

by September 13 by contacting
Jocelyn at
jocelyn@circleoffriends.fm or
330-231-7121. Materials provided.
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